UNITY: THE FORGOTTEN TREASURE

ETC Course Handout - Lesson 16
The Return to Sound Doctrine

Course Section Section 3 - A Unifying Analysis of Our Doctrines
Book Connection Chapter 14 - The Return to Sound Doctrine
Lesson Aim Recover the biblical purpose of sound doctrine and examine how theological

conclusions are formed and tested.

Key Scriptures
1 Timothy 1:8-11; 1 Timothy 4:6; 2 Timothy 4:3-4; Titus 2:1, 7-8.

1. What "Sound" Doctrine Is For
* In the pastoral letters, sound teaching is healthy teaching that accords with godliness and the Gospel.

« Its purpose is not merely to win disputes but to form healthy faith and life.
Notes:

2. Two Outstanding Dangers
* One danger is false teaching that corrupts Gospel truth.

» Another is an unhealthy use of true teaching that becomes proud, speculative, or divisive.
Notes:

THINK ABOUT IT
When you hear "sound doctrine," do you think first of correct propositions or of teaching that produces healthy
Christian life?

3. The Theological Developmental Process
» Theological conclusions develop through observation, interpretation, comparison, reasoning, and organization.

» Recognizing this process helps us distinguish Scripture from the later structure we build from it.
Notes:

4. The Examination Process

» Sound conclusions should be open to careful biblical examination rather than protected by reputation or tradition
alone.

* Testing includes the clarity of biblical support, relationship to the Gospel, consistency, and spiritual fruit.
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Notes:

5. Healthy Doctrine Produces Healthy People

* The final test is not mere intellectual elegance. Sound doctrine should lead toward love, faith, holiness, and
Christlike maturity.
Notes:

Study & Application
Use these after the lesson and related book reading. The complete chapter study-question set remains in the textbook.
1. What is the biblical purpose of sound teaching?

2. What two dangers can arise around doctrine?

3. Why is it useful to recognize the stages by which a theological conclusion develops?

4. What questions should be asked when examining a long-held doctrine?

KEY TAKEAWAY: Sound doctrine is biblically faithful teaching that protects the Gospel and
produces healthy, godly life.

Next: Complete the 7-question Lesson 16 online quiz.
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