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VINE
Vine - Branches VINE
BRANCHES
The vine and the branches provide the 2 :
clearest and most compelling picture of the 0
abundant Christian life. Wonderful intimacy, =
Tfaﬁis:g constant devotion, and abounding
fruitfulness all spring from a close abiding BRANCHES
relationship with the Lord Jesus. s s
Virtues: Dependence, yielding,
godliness, anticipation
— obedience, submissiveness
Fruidﬁlness
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7= AnAbundant Life /_

[BRANCHES .
® Ever feel distant from God?
® God has provided a way to always remain close.
oy o Tl'h.e vme-brarTch ar?alogy clearly shows the '
Training intimate relationship that we are to have with

the Lord.

® Our strength derives from our closeness to the
Lord.

“You did not choose Me, but | chose you, and appointed
DePe;de"ﬂe you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit
Fruitfulness should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My

s name, He may give to you.” (John 15:16).




32 Our Goals

PN Remaining in Christ pleases God and produces more fruit.
I God our Father is Gg:r:;t?;‘r";?slv
the gardener
— 9 people
Cross
Training

God builds up

Christ is the vine one’s life to

— produce more
fruits

Remaining close

Dependence C We are the to the vine
o ! branches produces fruit
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% | God is the Gardener

——— He carefully cares for the vine
BRANCHES

1) God Cares for His People
“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener” (John 15:1).

2) God Deals with His People Differently

“Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, he lifts up, and every
Cross branch that bears fruit, he prunes it that it may bear more fruit”
Training (John 15:2).

3) God’s Discipline of His Children

“For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines... . It is for discipline
that you endure; God deals with you as with as with sons; for what son
is there whom his father does not discipline?” (Hebrews 12:6-7)

Fact #1: God loves you. God doesn't stop loving you when you sin.
Fact #2: God disciplines all believers when they sin.
Dependence Fact #3: God lovingly uses discipline to bring His people out of sin.
&

Fruitfulness

#12 Identify difficulties in life. See if they are form of disciplin:

%‘% IE Producing More Fruits

He prunes it that it may bear more fruit

BRANCHES ) )
1) The Goal: Producing Fruit
« Branches must be regularly pruned or they grow out of control.
“You did not choose Me, but | chose you, and appointed you, that you should
go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of
the Father in My name, He may give to you.” John 15:16, NASB.
Cross

Training 2) The Process of Pruning

* Removes diseased or dead branches.
* Ensures greater production.
* Eliminates wild growth.

Pruning takes those who are abiding in Christ and makes them more
productive by some significant difficulty or life challenge.

Discipline takes those not abiding in Christ through hard times so that
Dependence they will repent and return to the Lord.
&

Fruitfulness

#12 i y from your main focus?

L7 Abiding in Christ produces much fruit

%?e |C| Staying Close to the Vine

BRANCHES . )
1) Abiding in Christ
“l am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and
I'in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do
nothing” (John 15:5).
To abide in Christ is to surrender your will and give Him your entire
Cross being: choosing to yield, obey, and receive all that He has for us.
Training
;t 2) Understanding His Promises

“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you
wish, and it shall be done for you” (John 15:7).

3) Chosen for a Purpose

“You did not choose Me, but | chose you, and appointed you, that you
should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever

DePe;de":e you ask of the Father in My name, He may give to you” (John 15:16).

Fruitfulness

#12 Thank the




VINE

. “Remain in me, and 1 will remain in you. No
Take Home Project o o i by ot

in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless
you remain in me. I am the vine; you are the

BRANCHES . .
- branches. If a man remains in me and I in
THE ANMAZING GRACE OF GOD him, he will bear much fuit; apart from me
you can do nothing” (John 13:4-5)

® Memory Verses (John |5:4-5)

Cross .. . .
Tainng ~ ® Develop intimacy with Christ

1) Keep a journal of your spiritual walk with God. Note the
things in your life that keep you from abiding fully in Him. Ask
God to remove these obstacles in your life one by one so that
you can focus on serving Him.

2) Regularly thank Him and treasure His choice of you and all

of God’s people. You are special not because what you have

done or will do but because He chose to work through you.
Dependence

&
Fruitfulness

#12
VINE
< Summary
BRANCHES
God carefully oversees our lives and will
discipline us when we do not obey Him.
Cross
Training We will be pruned in order to produce
more fruits. We need to trust Him during
this difficult process.
When we stay close to Christ through
Rependencs obedience, Christ produces much fruit in us.
Fruitfulness
#12
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