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Isaiah 52:13-53 
An Overview

When asked who Isaiah 53 
referred to, Philip 
unabashedly shared Jesus 
Christ and the Gospel. 

“HE WAS LED AS A 
SHEEP TO SLAUGHTER; 
AND AS A LAMB BEFORE 
ITS SHEARER IS SILENT, 
SO HE DOES NOT OPEN 
HIS MOUTH” (Acts 8:32). 

Isaiah 52:13-53 
An Overview

• The Halftorah excluded  ___________ 

• Chapter 52: The success of “My Servant” 
Chapter 53: The reason for His success.  

• Isaiah 40-66’s four Servant Songs 

Servant Song #1 42:1-4 His Person

Servant Song #2 49:1-7 His Calling

Servant Song #3 50:4-9 His Determination

Servant Song #4 52:13-53:12 His Availability

Isaiah 53
A Broad Introduction of Isaiah 53

Isaiah 52:13-53 
An Overview



1 His Accomplishments (Isaiah 52:13-15) 

	   2 His Following (Isaiah 53:1-3) 

	         3 His Sufferings (Isaiah 53:4-6) 

	   4 His Innocence (Isaiah 53:7-9) 

5 His Purpose (Isaiah 53:10-12)

(3) EMBRACES

(2) ENDURES

(4) ENDURES

(1) ACCEPTS

(5) ACCEPTS

The Path of God’s Servant (Isaiah 52:13-53:12)

• Isaiah 52:13-53:12 includes five stanzas. 
• Each stanza has three verses in Hebrew parallelism. 
• Isaiah 53:4-6 serves as the core, the most inner set.
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The Path of God’s Servant 
1 His Accomplishments (Isaiah 52:13-15)

(1) Accepts God’s Design for His Life

(2) Endures God-given Hardships in His Life (Isaiah 53:1-9)

 2 His Following (Isaiah 53:1-3) 
	       3 His Sufferings (Isaiah 53:4-6) 

 4 His Innocence (Isaiah 53:7-9)

The Path of God’s Servant

The Path of God’s Servant

(3) Embraces God’s Purposes for His Life (Isaiah 53:10-12)

5 His Purpose (Isaiah 53:10-12)
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A godly leader accepts God’s 
design for one’s life, requiring three 
pursuits seen in Christ’s life (Isaiah 
52:13-15).

(1)  Promise: Seeks God’s 
promises to energize and direct us 

(2) Trial: Allows testings and 
frustrations of our immediate goals 

(3) Blessing: Finds final success in 
our identification with Jesus’ 
purpose for our lives

THREE CHARACTERISTICS OF A GODLY LEADER

Promise 
52:13

Trial 
52:14

Blessing 
52:15

1 3

2

“Never was 
man brought 
so low; never 
was anyone 

raised so 
high.”  

(Leupold, p. 225)

Isaiah 52:13-15 
The “U” pattern
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What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus Christ?
“And He (Jesus) was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come 
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and 
follow Me.” (Luke 9:23)

“21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also 
suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His 
steps, 22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT 
FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 23 and while being reviled, He did not revile 
in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting 
Himself to Him who judges righteously; 24 and He Himself bore our 
sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. 25 For you were 
continually straying like sheep, but now you have returned to the 
Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.” (1 Peter 2:21-25)

Our Lives as God’s Servants
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• The Christian life parallels Christ’s own life, complete with sorrow and rewards. 

• Suffering is sometimes required to accomplish a greater good. 

• Suffering for God’s people is not a mistake but a strategy, including martyrdom.

• Each Christian should prepare one’s heart to endure any necessary suffering. 

• God gives extra grace to meet the needs of especially difficult times. 

• Christ Jesus died as a substitute for our sins that we might be set free to serve. 

• A joyful attitude is possible because of God’s promised blessing.

• Servant leadership occurs when we set our hearts on serving and blessing 
others. 

What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus Christ?

4) Our Lives as God’s Servants
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Isaiah 53 reveals the 
magnificent Gospel of Christ. 

•By understanding Christ’s suffering, we can 
experience true redemptive freedom.


•Confidence in God’s plan for our complete 
lives provides the strength to endure all 
things for Him.


•The fullness of God’s love is not only found in 
forgiveness of sins but in the opportunity to 
serve God and others. (Luke 9:23)

Summary
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1. Why did (do) the Jews hide 
Isaiah 53?


2. What does Jesus mean, “If 
anyone wishes to come 
after Me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his 
cross daily, and follow 
Me.” (Luke 9:23)

Discussion 
Questions

3. Why are we sure 
that the identity of 
“My Servant” is 
Jesus Christ?
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